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OUrists a year come
> themselves on its mostly
fringed edges. But while
ioes lend itself to two weeks

literature, vitamin D and

ly profligate to stay put in
your resort of choice for your whole stay.
“This is a golf destination, a diving
destination, a spa destination, a cultural
destination, a gastronomic destination -
it plays in a lot of different leagues” says
Arvind Bundhun, director of Mauritius
Tourism Promotion Authority (MTPA).
“It's seen as a sun-sea destination but the

interiors have lots to offer as well: and not '

Just parks and nature reserves.” A good
starting point, when it comes to taking
in the parts of its inner splendour that

: ) [
your airport transfer won't expose youto, |
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ies courtesy of Robb Report UK’s hotel
resort of choice, Maradiva Villas Resort
& Spa (see breakout box): a bespoke
sightseeing tour in a Rolls-Royce Ghost
with a picnic hamper, prepared by the
resort’s chef, aboard.

Partakers who are after an authentic
sense of how locals live may want to head
to the north, drinking in the island’s
rugged mountains and lava rocks all the
way, to Aapravasi Ghat - a UNESCO
World Heritage site that was, between

1 and 1920, a gateway for half a million
indentured labourers from India who came
to work the sugar plantations. Unloading
the picnic on one of the beaches based
around the Grand Baie area, you'll find

a congenial family atmosphere offering
testimony to Bundhun'’s assertions when
it comes to the island’s affable cultural
landscape (“It’s a melting pot containing
Franco Mauritians, Hindus, Chinese,
Muslims - and yet all live in peace and
harmony,” he says).

The trip north would be incomplete
without pressing on to the fishing village
Cap Malheureux, with its famous red-
roofed church, and if it’s dinner-time
when it comes time for the Ghost’s Spirit
of Ecstasy figurine to face south again,
the Chez Tante Athalje restaurant is
recommended for an authentic, local haute
cuisine experience,

Request that your Jjourney from the
Maradiva head for the island’s southwest,
meanwhile, and you'll be able to take in the

183

. : he
(from top) French colonial arch|tectur€‘Kl(f)‘Vt||
capital, Port Louis ; the Amma Tookavd g
Hindu temple; Port Louis' bustling foo

Scanned with CamScanner

et



Peace on Earth
Robb Report's resting place

of choice: The Maradiva Villas
Resort & Spa

!-lowever inquisitive you make your Mauritius
itinerary, you'll still require a high-luxe beach-
side haven to rest your head and relax during

down-time. A string of quality five-star
resorts backs the beach along Flic-en-Flac
(a corruption of the old Dutch name Fried
Landt Flaak, or ‘Free and Flat Land") on the
island’s more sheltered west coast. but one -
The Maradiva - takes comfort and tranquillity
to all-new levels.

Consisting of 65 villas, spread along five
crescents over 27 lush acres (each with a
private garden/courtyard and pool with day
bed). it feels blissfully underpopulated here
even when fully booked, in part thanks to
guests being reluctant to stray from their
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